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FIRST CALL FOR PARTICIPATION

W e  cordially invite  subm issions to th e  first ALTERNATIVES forum , on 
th e  th e m e  GENDER, CO MMUNITY &  REGENERATIO N.

Th is m e e ting is de signe d to gath e r sch olars and practitione rs 
w h ose  daily activity involve s m ak ing or th ink ing in th e  broad fie ld 
of urban re ge ne ration in re lation to ge nde r issue s, in a style  th at 
is non-confe re nce  lik e , facilitating inform al discussions, cre ative  
approach e s, and se re ndipitous e xch ange  of inform ation on 
re se arch , de ve lopm e nt and active  application of ge nde r in 
re ge ne ration.

W e  invite  you to subm it a sh ort abstract th at h igh ligh ts your 
involve m e nt or outline s pre se nt re se arch  or w ork  on th e  th e m e s 
discusse d be low.

IMPORTANT DATES

subm ission de adline : 22 se pte m be r 2006
auth or notification: 2 octobe r 2006

FORMATS OF PRESENTATIONS

panel sh ort pape r (20 m inute s, follow e d by discussion at th e  e nd 
of th e  pane l pre se ntations)
th e  traditional form at for re se arch  pape rs, accounts of running 
proje cts or be st practice s, collaboration sch e m e s, policy analysis

w ork sh op (1 h our)
ope n form at for broade r discussion opportunitie s, analysis of 
audio/vide o docum e ntation or oth e r m e dia, or to start de signing 
participatory proje cts

ligh tning talk  (6 m inute s)
sh ort audio/vide o accounts, re ports from  th e  fie ld, w ork s in 
progre ss, rough  cuts...

supporte d by

organize d by
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FORUM TH EMES

Urban ch ange  is a grow ing ph e nom e non of our m ode rn w orld w ith  “re ge ne ration” be ing one  
of its m ajor policie s of im ple m e ntation. Local com m unitie s th at live  in th e  m idst of th e se  
social and ph ysical transform ations are  inte gral to such  proce sse s.

Ye t, de spite  a w ide r uptak e  of participatory approach e s at all le ve ls of re ge ne ration sch e m e s, 
th e  place  of ge nde r in practice  and discourse  is ofte n still m arginal, not ade q uate ly 
articulate d nor organically inte grate d from  th e  ground up. As long as w om e n's and m e n's 
particular e xpe rie nce s of th e ir living space s are  not tak e n into account, a truly transform ative  
vision of re ge ne ration re m ains out of re ach .

Th e  study and prom otion of coh e re nt urban re ge ne ration strate gie s are  be com ing 
com m onplace  but as proje cts are  de ve lope d, buildings are  de m olish e d or e re cte d, 
com m unitie s displace d and w ork  and th e  e nvironm e nt incide ntally affe cte d, th e  logic and 
purpose  of such  coh e re ncy m ust com e  unde r scrutiny by all partie s involve d.

Th e  continuous de m otion of ge nde r as “w om e n's issue s” be gs a range  of q ue stions:  W h o is 
involve d in de cision-m ak ing and at w h at le ve ls? H ow  is pow e r be ing conce ive d of and 
ne gotiate d? Is re ge ne ration in ne e d of a radical re conce ptualization? If so, in w h at w ays and 
by w h om ?
In orde r to sh ak e  th e  ground on w h ich  m ainstre am  re ge ne ration stands, constructive  critical 
alte rnative s m ust be  propose d. And, for space s of fruitful de bate , discussion and sh aring to 
e m e rge  it be com e s crucial to trave l across all conve ntional divisors th at labe l inte re ste d 
groups as e ith e r “profe ssionals” or “acade m ics”.

Th is one  day forum  propose s, th rough  practice , th at alte rnative  space s w h ich  im aginative ly 
ch alle nge  th e  status q uo are  possible  if bridge s are  draw n be tw e e n traditionally divide d 
com m unitie s (i.e ., “practitione r/activist” vs. acade m ic one s), th us allow ing for gre ate r 
com m unication and unde rstanding across a range  of diffe re nt issue s.
Th e  goal is to be  able  to provide  a space  w h e re  e stablish e d role s are  q ue stione d and 
alte rnative  vie w points, m e ans of e m pow e rm e nt and k now le dge , tools for grassroots action, 
docum e ntation, and cam paigning are  offe re d. 

Th e  scope  of th e  confe re nce  include s, but is not lim ite d to, th e  follow ing m ajor are as of 
practice  and re se arch  as th e y re late  to th e  “ge nde re d” aspe cts of re ge ne ration:

de sign, arch ite cture  and re building ¶  h ousing ¶  gre e n re ge ne ration and e nvironm e ntal ¶  
sustainability ¶  e ducation ¶  funding and e conom ic sustainability ¶  transport and m obility ¶  
com m unity e ngage m e nt ¶  art and th e  urban ¶  e m ploym e nt and e q uality in e conom ic 
opportunitie s ¶  com m unicative  e cologie s in urban conte xts ¶  docum e nting and sh aring 
docum e ntation of urban re ge ne ration ¶

Give n its inte rdisciplinary focus, w e  w e lcom e  e ntrie s th at de m onstrate  inte re st in any, or 
m any of th e  above . W e  only re q uire  sh ort abstracts th at include  your th ough ts w ith  re spe ct to 
th e  issue s above  and a de scription of th e  re le vant re se arch  or w ork  you are  carrying out. 
Ple ase  do not fe e l “tie d dow n” by th e se  cate gorie s or your “de partm e ntal focus”, but rath e r 
fe e l fre e  to e xpre ss your opinion in loose , inte rconne cte d, and e xpe rie ntial-base d m anne r; 
be tte r ye t, propose  “alte rnative s”.

ORGANIZATION AND CONTACTS

Confe re nce  proje ct le ad: M e lissa Fe rnande z, LSE and Liq uid Culture
Confe re nce  coordinator: Andre a Rota, LSE and Liq uid Culture  

For inform ation contact: alte rnative s6.11@ liq uidculture .e u
W e bsite : h ttp://liq uidculture .e u/alte rnative s/6.11/




